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Mr.President, 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Austria is a unique case regarding implementation. One might say that Austria implemented the Convention before it even existed. 
Let me explain: CMC-Austria began the campaign for a ban on cluster munitions in 2003 with extensive lobbying efforts, which then led up to the parliamentary briefing in 2006 essential in raising awareness of the humanitarian consequences of CM and to understand commonalities and differences in positions of the various stakeholders. 
This marked the kick off for the Austrian process towards a national legislation for a Cluster Munition Ban and Austria’s involvement in the Cluster Munition initiative. 
The big next step in the Austrian process coincided with the Vienna Conference on Cluster Munitions in December 2007. At the conference Austria was very pleased to announce the adoption of the national law to ban the possession, use, production, development and transfer of cluster munitions in Austrian parliament.
 It entered into force in January 2008 as the new Federal Act on the Prohibition of Cluster Munitions.
Austria had the most stringent national prohibition of CM in the world and only the second of its kind after Belgium adopted its legislation.

This was well before the Convention on Cluster Munitions was signed in Oslo 3 December 2008. In the aftermath of its signature, it became clear that Austria had to bring certain definitions and terms in the original Federal law in line with the CCM foremost concerning Art. 2 (2).
Only a few months later the amended Federal law was adopted by unanimous vote in parliament.
 In April 2009 Austria deposited its instrument of ratification of the CCM with the UN Secretary-General in New York as the sixth state to formally ratify the CCM. 
 Thank you
